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Lesson: Prioritizing Your Constitutional Rights

Comments to teachers: 

1. Edit/adjust/tailor this lesson and the PowerPoint presentation as you see fit. 

2. A ‘script’ for the lesson is included. This is simply to serve as a guide. Teachers will no doubt embellish this script with their own knowledge and expertise.

3. The last six slides of the PowerPoint presentation offer another possible activity: have your students compose their own quotes about the Constitution.

Content Standard: Understand the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizens in the United States.

Common Curriculum Goal: Understand the personal and political rights of citizens in the United States.

Benchmark: Identify the rights of U.S. citizens

Understand citizens' rights and how the Constitution protects those rights.

Materials needed: paper, pen, index cards, wall space, tape, butcher paper (optional)

Technology resources: 

(optional) projector/screen and computer to show PowerPoint overview of The Bill of Rights (optional) spreadsheet software

(optional) web design software or word processing software (to ‘publish’ responses)

Differentiation: (by product—Students can choose to write about a time when they were denied one of these rights or when one of these rights directly affected themselves or someone they knew.)

Anticipatory Set

Script:

“Here's a fact I want to share with you: The first ten amendments (or changes) to the U.S. Constitution are known as the Bill of Rights. 

Now tell that same fact to either someone sitting near you or repeat it to yourself.

If you have truly committed that to memory, then you know something that almost seven out of ten adults probably don't know.”

“Okay, here is fact #2: What is the purpose of the Bill of Rights?

And the answer is simple, but perhaps a little confusing: To protect us from our government.”

“So repeat this to yourself or a neighbor: The Bill of Rights--the first ten amendments to our Constitution-- protects us from the government having too much control over our own lives.”

“And if you've learned fact #2, then you now know something that nine out of ten adults surveyed in 1999 didn’t realize.”

(Optional: “Should I give you a quiz on those two facts tomorrow?”)

“In this lesson, I'm going to challenge you to do four things:


1. decide which constitutional rights are more important to you. All you will have to do is write down seven digits. But deciding which digits to write on which blank line may take some time.


2. on an index card, 

a. write which constitutional right you considered most important to you

b. write why you chose that constitutional right




Then post that card on that wall/bulletin board/butcher paper.


3. on another index card, write about a time when one of these rights affected you or someone you know OR a time when you think one of these rights was denied to you or to someone you know.



You may post that card or simply turn it in to me.


4. read the responses of at least ten other students in class.”

“Before we see what the Bill of Rights says, can anyone tell us what any of these 'rights' are?”

(Time for discussion)

Optional: Show PowerPoint presentation with brief translations.

“Now that we’ve reviewed some of the rights included in these first ten amendments to the Constitution, let’s hear from you…”

Explain the worksheet…

TASK/PRODUCT #1

Worksheet supplied for content between double-asterisks:

**

Here are seven important rights granted to every U.S. citizen by our Constitution.

1. Freedom of the press

2. Freedom of speech and expression

3. The right to a trial by jury

4. Freedom of religion

5. The right to a lawyer, even you can't afford one

6. The right (with a license) to bear arms (own a gun)

7. Protection from unreasonable search, arrest, and seizure of belongings

Rank these seven in terms of their importance to you. Give seven points to the most important right, six points to the next most important, and so on. (Optional: When you're done, turn in your sheet to the tabulating committee who will record the point totals and calculate and graph the results.)

**

TASK/PRODUCT #2

“WHEN YOU’RE DONE WITH THIS FIRST SHEET…

On an index card, write down what you consider the most important of these rights and why.”

TASK/PRODUCT #3

“Put your card on the wall or bulletin board.

Read cards from at least ten other students.”

TASK/PRODUCT #4

WHEN YOU’RE DONE WITH THIS FIRST INDEX CARD…

on another index card, write about a time when one of these rights affected you or someone you know OR a time when you think one of these rights was denied to you or to someone you know.

You may post that card on the wall or bulletin board or simply hand it in to me.

Wrap-up

Tell the class at least one student response you remembered reading.

Did anyone rethink their choices after reading some of the responses?

Technology connections:

Students/teacher can use spreadsheet software to record point totals to determine which of the seven rights, overall, students considered most important.

Students/teacher can use web design/word processing software to write down (publish) student quotes about the U.S. Constitution.

Students/teacher can exchange, via email, results of tabulations and/or student responses.

Extra credit: Write 50 or more words explaining other rights that belonged on this list.

Tech Resources:

unitedstreaming videos

The Almost Painless Guide to the U.S. Constitution (Grades 3-5) 

Runtime: 21:12 ©1999 United Learning 

Our Constitution: The Document that Gave Birth to a Nation (Grades 6-8) 

Runtime: 24:00 ©1988 Rainbow Educational Media

What's Right With America (Grades 6-8) 

Runtime: 45:00 ©1996 AIMS Multimedia 

Future Fright: Losing the Bill of Rights (Grades 6-8) 

Runtime: 24:00 ©1998 AIMS Multimedia

unitedstreaming lesson plan

Freedom of Speech: What Is Protected?

Internet Lessons

http://score.rims.k12.ca.us/score_lessons/bill_of_rights/index.htm 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/view_lesson_plan.asp?id=222 

http://www.teachervision.fen.com/page/2177.html 

http://www.lesd.k12.az.us/PV/specials/media/contask.html 

http://www.courts.wa.gov/education/lessons/index.cfm

Other Internet Resources


http://www.usconstitution.com/

http://www.archives.gov/national-archives-experience/charters/bill_of_rights.html

http://www.mcwdn.org/dof/borlinks.html

Printed Resources

Head, Tom. The Bill of Rights. San Diego : Greenhaven Press, 2004. (available in Albany library)

Commission on the Bicentennial of the U.S. Constitution. The Bill of Rights and beyond, 1791-1991. Washington, D.C., 1991 (available in Albany library)

Burgan, Michael. The Bill of Rights. Minneapolis: Compass Point Books, 2002. (available in Albany library)

Krull, Katherine. A Kids' Guide to America's Bill of Rights. New York: Avon Books, 1999. (available in Corvallis library)

