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Good start to new school year
The 2016-17 school year
started smoothly, and we
are excited about a great
year for student learning.
In general, we have seen
growth where we expected
it – in north and east Albany
– and we are reaching
capacity across the District.
Elementary class sizes are larger than I would
like them to be. Middle school and high school
teachers see too many kids during the course of
the day. Some high school teachers see 192 kids,
which is a big number to manage.
We are simply running out of room, and
we expect to continue to grow. We hired
approximately 90 new teachers and assistants
this year, our largest group ever.
In September, state test scores were released.
The results provide valuable information about
how our system is performing. Overall, I was
pleased with our District’s performance on the
tests. However, we have embraced a “growth
mindset.” We know that we can get better at
getting better through a continuous improvement
process.
While state testing is only one measure of a
student’s achievement, we do believe that these
tests give us valuable feedback to our systemlevel performance, and we will use this data to
help us to continuously improve our students
performance.
Sincerely,
Jim Golden, Superintendent

School Board seeks
community input for
construction bond plans
The School Board continues
to review facility needs in the
District for a possible bond
proposal for next spring.
A proposal could include
projects to upgrade existing
schools for instructional
improvements, safety and
deferred maintenance
needs. It could also include
construction of one more new elementary schools to
relieve overcrowding and manage growth.
Projections show that District enrollment will continue
to grow, and current schools are at capacity. The last
new elementary school constructed in the District was
Periwinkle in 1977. See school building age timeline.
Our schools belong to the community. The District will
host a series of community meetings in October to
gather input about community priorities, which will help
the Board develop a final bond proposal for next May.

Please come to a community bond forum:
10/5:

Timber Ridge School

10/12:

Oak Grove Elementary School

10/20:

West Albany High School

10/26:

South Albany High School

The meetings are planned from 6-7:30.p.m.

GAPS • Every Kid Every Day

Planning for a bond measure
Planning for a bond requires a careful balance of facility
needs and community priorities.
The School Board started a process to review District
facilities last year, resulting in a list of projects that
would protect our investment in schools, improve
safety, add classrooms for enrollment growth and
improve instructional space for today’s educational
requirements
The project list is a starting point for a bond package.
The next steps are to gather input from our community,
finalize cost estimates and develop a proposal that
could go to voters next May.

District Facilities Advisory Committee
Guiding Principles






Address critical physical needs of buildings.
Address safety and security improvements.
Focus on Career Ready opportunities for
students through investing in programs and
local business partnerships.
Provide adequate technology for student
learning.
Create appropriate educational spaces for
today’s learners.

The following projects were identified by the District Facilities Advisory Committee:
Base Package


Facilities: Maintenance projects, replace or repair heating, ventilation, plumbing and HVAC systems, replace or
repair roofs, make ADA accommodations.
 Improve safety and security: Fire systems and seismic improvements, surveillance, fencing.
 Address site issues: ADA building access, ADA playgrounds, pavement repairs, traffic improvements, including
bus loops and parent parking, stadium lighting wiring.
 Improve technology infrastructure.
Next steps
Elementary School Replacements



New school in Clover Ridge Elementary School attendance area.
450-student capacity with ability to expand to 550
Reconstruct Oak Grove Elementary.
450-student capacity with ability to expand to 550. Keep gym building.

Phase 1 WAHS Replacement



Phased classroom replacement. Phase 1 would include science, technology,
engineering and math classrooms (STEM), commons, auditorium.

STEM Programs
 Renovate all three middle schools to add STEM labs.
 Renovate or construct STEM space at South Albany HS.
 Renovate or construct STEM space at West Albany HS.

Additional Capacity



Construct new elementary school classrooms to address current growth.

High School Gyms



Construct new South Albany HS 7,000 sq. ft. auxiliary gym for P.E. instruction
and team competition.

Please attend a community
meeting in October to share
your views. See dates and
times on page 1.
The School Board will
commission a voter survey
at the end of the year to
learn more about voter
priorities.
The School Board is
expected to develop a bond
proposal for voters for the
May 2017 election.
See more information at
www.albany.k12.or.us

For more information, visit www.albany.k12.or.us/district/facilities-planning/
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Enrollment growth and aging facilities
Student enrollment is growing and almost all schools are at
or nearing capacity. This graph shows projected growth in
the next four years. Projections vary based on actual housing
construction.
This year, elementary enrollment grew by 74 students in
district and 32 students in Albany Online over last year.
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Only two schools have been built since
1977.
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Our school buildings are aging.
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About our District:
Total Enrollment: 9,506 (October 2016)
Elementary (K-5): 4,347; Middle (6-8): 2,115; High (9-12):
2,868
Schools: 21
Elementary schools (K-5): 14; Timber Ridge (3-8); Middle
schools: 3; High schools (9-12): 3 SAHS and WAHS are
comprehensive, Albany Options is an alternative high school.

Students (2015-16 data)
Special Education students: 13.5%
English Language Learners: 9%
Student Demographics
African American: 0.6%
American Indian/Alaska Native: 0.6%
Asian/Pacific Islander: 1%
Hispanic/Latino: 20.3%
Multi-Racial: 6%
White: 71.2%
Totals do not equal 100%. Demographic information
collected during student registration is based on
categories selected by parents. Parents may identify with
more than one demographic category.
Staff
Total Employees: 1,050
Teachers: 541 FTE; Classified: 544 FTE; Confidential: 6
FTE; Principals/Admin.: 44 FTE
FTE stands for Full-Time Equivalent or full-time positions.
About our teachers:
Average years experience: 10.25 years; Master’s
degree or higher: 69%; Classes taught by highly
qualified teachers: 98.6%

Inclement weather updates
When winter weather requires school closures or
delays, there are several ways to get information:
1. Notices on the District website and on
FlashAlert: www.flashalert.net/id/GASD. Sign
up on Flash Alert for email or text messages.
2. Radio announcements: KRKT FM and KGAL
and KSHO AM; KSND and KWBY (Spanish)
3. Announcements on most Portland and
Eugene radio and TV stations
4. Information on the GAPS emergency
information phone number: 541-967-4501
5. facebook.com/greateralbanypublicschools
twitter.com/GreaterAlbanySD

Apply to be a GAPS bus driver
Have you seen our bus? Thank you to Town
and Country Realty for sharing their parking lot
this summer to announce positions for school bus
drivers.
If you are
interested in
working for GAPS,
visit http://albany.
k12.or.us/district/
transportation/
or call 541-9674626.

For More Information
For more information about Greater Albany Public Schools, please contact us:
Phone: 541-967-4501  E-mail: info@albany.k12.or.us  Web: www.albany.k12.or.us

