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CALIFORNIA SUMMATIVE TESTS
Writing Application

Introduction Section:
Writing Application:

' In all manuals therms_an introduction section that gives a de;(_:;i.pﬁon of the -

sections of the test. The Writing Application is very specific:

prompt. The test page gives children tips for writing in the mode being tested. These tips are based on the
rubric that you will use to evaluate their writing.”

Grades 2 — 6: “In this section, children are asked to write a composition in response to a prompt. The test

page gives the children tips for writing in the mode being tested. These tips are based on the rubric that you
will use to evaluate their writing.” '

Test-Taking Sﬁategies:

Also included in the manual after the iniroduction pages are thie Test-Taking
Strategies Section. Included in this section are strategies for Writing to a Prompi. It is
suggested that teachers refer these strategies with the students prior to test-taking.

Grade 1: In the Tesr-Taking Strategies it says to the student: “Listen to the directions carefully....... »
The teacher is to read the Writing Application Prompt directions to the student. '

Grade 2 — 6: In the Test-Taking Strategies it says to the student: Read the instructions carefully......”
The teacher is-netto read the Writing-Application Prompt to the student. The-student is toread-the prompt
and the tips by himself/herself.

Writing Application Test Page:

Grade 1: At the bottom of the test page, it says: “Read this entire page aloud to the children »

Grade 2 — 6: The student is to read the Directions & Tips — not the teacher. The student is not to plan
with the teacher or do “webbing” with the teacher. This test is designed to evaluate how well the student
learned from the themes HM Writer's Workshop.



Q&A

The wntmg committee spent a great deal of tlme debatmg how io best
help teachers use the following anchor ‘papers. Understanding that each
teacher, grade level, and school site might have a different approach to using
these materials, the committee decided on a “Question and Answer” format
to help facilitate discussions about student writing. It is the committee’s’
hope that this section will guide, but not dictate, specific your decisions.

Q: When grading the writing assessments, how should I incorporate
the Tlps with the Directions? '

A: Great questlonl 'Ihe wntmg commlttee dlSCllSSBd ﬂns at length and came upon
' ' the decision that the writing d]Iectlons with the. speclflc prompt : are key to
meeting the standards for that wntmg domam (Personal Narratlve Story, etc.)
The tips are included to asswt with a greater understanding of what is required at
that grade level. Asa committee, we began with the writing prompt and looked
for those requirements that were being asked of the student. Then, the committee
looked at the paper agam to see if the tlps were mcorporated_ '

Also, remember that the Houghton Mifflin Rubrics are there to gulde your
. declsmn ‘These rubncs mcorporate both content and mechamcs and can be very
helpful Wlth speclﬁc domam questlons '

You may want to c0n51der meeting together with your grade level and concentrate
* on the mechanics first, separating the papers into two piles: those that follow the
' ﬁps for mechanics, and those that do not follow the tips. Then your grade ievel
can begin to study the content of the prompt and how the student has attempted to
answer the full prompt, usmg the rubrics to determme the final score.

Q: What was the greatest help fo the committee when decldmg
between a 2 and 3 paper, oral and 4 paper"

A:  The tips were very helpful wh'en making those decisions between scores. For the
committee, the tips seem to center around mechanics, wherein the directions
center around the content of the prompt. Here is where mechanics played a key
role. Ifthe tips said to have more than one paragraph in the organization of the
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writing piece, and the student did not follow this request, then the paper was
moved down to the next score. The committee found this to be true among the 3
and 4 papers most often. Oftentimes, the committee would use the rubric to make
a final decision for a score because the rubric gives specific guidelines for that
domain (Personal Narrative, Story, efc.)

Q: When the prompt asks for a story, is it acceptable if the stiident
uses a plotline from a book or movie?

A:  Ifthe prompt states that the story must be original, then it is important that a
student understands this and writes to their own creative ideas. Should the prompt
state that the student is to write a story, with no specific guidelines, then it is
acceptable if the student seems to write about a story that is familiar in our
culture. The commitiee noticed several papers where students did their best to
summarize a movie or book, and yet they met the requirements of the prompt with
all mechamnical tips included. It may be helpful and wise to discuss plaglansm
with older students before the prompt is given.

Q: How should my gradlng change when the domain of
ertlng changes?

A:  Anexcellent question! The commitiee recornmends that the teacher maintains a
high standard of assessment no matter what the domain of writing is requested.
It is true that siory and persopal narrative domains are much more fluid in their
creativity, and yet the student must still be able to control plot, organization, and
mechanics no matter what age or grade level. Of course, the higher the grade
level, the more that is required.

With regard to the friendly letter or persuasive writing domains, there is an added
element of format that the student must follow. The form and critical thinking
levels are much more of an extension for the student. The student not only has to
think about the writing task, but must also organize the writing into the required
format. The committee recommends that the teacher pays close attention to the
mechanics with these types of domains.

California Summative Tests * NMUSD
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Name

Writing Application

Personal Narrative

Directions: Write a true story for your classmates about a time when you
worked hard to reach a goal for yourself or to help others. Tell what
happened and why the goal was important to you. Write at least two
paragraphs. Use.the tips below to help you get started.

Remember to -

e respond to all parts of the topic

stay focused on the topic
® write to interest your readers

e organize your writing into clear paragraphs

support each main idea clearly with examples, facts, details, or explanations

1 ® vary your sentence types

proofread carefully to avoid mistakes in grammar, punctuation,
and capitalization
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Writing Application

Persuasive Narrative

Directions: Write a true story for your classmates about a time
when you worked hard to reach a goal for yourself or to help
others. Tell what
happened and
why the goal was

importa nt to you. * The writing focuses on the assigned writing task
Write at least two | and-indicatesclear-understanding of purpose and
paragraphs. audience. Every part of the task is addressed.

* The writing is cohesive, having a consistent point
of view and focus,

* QOrganization is clear and effective, and includes
skillful use of transitions,

* Main idea is clear and well supported by relevant
examples, facts, details, or explanations.

* Sentence types vary and text flows smoothly.

« Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling do not interfere with understanding.

Narrative

* The narrative has a well-developed plot, setting,
and characters. Strategies such as humor,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used.

Persuasive

* The writing defends a position with authority,
providing specific, relevant evidence and
tharoughly addressing the reader’s concerns.

Rationale

This paper addressed the prompt of reaching a goal. The writer
stays focused on the topic and writes to interest the reader. The
paragraphs are organized and assist to explain a clear
progression of ideas. The writer tells why the goal was
important and supports the main idea with examples, facts,

and details.

Level 5 » California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Writing Application

Persuasive Narrative

Directions: Write a true story for your classmates about a time
when you worked hard to reach a goal for yourself or to help
others. Tell what :
happened and
why the goal was

important to you. « The writing focuses on the assigned writing task
Write-at least-two- and indicates general understanding of purpose
paragraphs. and audience, Every part of the task is addressed.

* The writing is cohesive, maintaining maostly
consistent point of view and focus.

» QOrganization is mostly clear and effective, and
includes effective use of some transitions.

» Main idea is apparent and is supported by some
relevant examples, facts, details, or explanations.

* Sentence types vary.

* Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling do not interfere with understanding.

Narrative

« The narrative has an adequately developed plot,
setting, and characters. Strategies such as humar,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used.

Persuasive

= The writing defends a position generally, providing
relevant evidence and addressing the reader’s
concerns.

Rationale

This paper addresses the main idea of the prompt indicates a
general understanding of the purpose. The writing is focused
and the paragraphs are well organized. There are facts, details,
and the examples help to support the topic. There is some
variety of sentence structure. This writer needed to explain the
reason for the goal and why it was so important.

Level 5 ® California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Persuasive Narrative

Writing Application

Directions: Write a true story for your classmates about a time
when you worked hard to reach a goal for yourself or to help

others. Tell what
happened and
why the goal was
important to you.
Write at least two
paragraphs.

Rationale

» The writing focuses on the assigned writing task,
“but-indicates liitle understanding of purpose or
audience. Part of the task is not addressed.

» The writing is not cohesive, and-point of view and

focus are inconsistent.

* Organization is unclear. Use of transitions is
awkward.

= Main idea is suggested. The writing may include
limited examples, facts, details, or explanations. :

» Sentence types vary little.

« Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling may interfere with understanding.

Narrative

* The narrative has very little plot development, -
some characters, and poorly defined setting.
Strategies emplayed have little effectiveness.

Persuasive- -

¢ The writing defends a position with little evidence
and may only partially address the reader's
CONCerns.

This paper attempts to answer the prompt and the writing
maintains some detail. The sentence variety varies little.
Organization is lacking and the paragraph structure needed to be
conirolled better. Mechanically, there are mistakes which make
the reader struggle to understand clearly.

Level 5 * California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Writing Application

Persuasive Narrative

Directions: Write a true story for your classmates about a time
when you worked hard to reach a goal for yourself or to help
others. Tell what
happened and
why the goal was

imf_) ortant to you. « The writing indicates no understanding of purpose

Write at least two and audience. -Na more than one part of the

paragraphs. assigned writing task is addressed.

* The writing is not cohesive, and point of view and
focus are missing.

* Organization is unclear. No transitions are used,

» Main idea is unclear. The writing may include
examples, facts, details, or explanations, but these
are only loosely refated to the topic.

* Sentence types do not vary.

* Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling seriously interfere with the reader's
understanding.

Narrative

*" The narrative does not have a developed plot,
The writing contains no use of strategjes.

Persuasive '

* The writing fails to defend a position with any
evidence and does not address the reader's
concerns.

Rationale

This writer clearly attempts to answer the prompt and yet
struggles with the mechanical issues. Organization is unclear
and the grammar interferes with the understanding. The
narrative does not have a clear use of facts, sensory details,
and examples.

Level 5 = California Summative Tests « NMUSD
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Name
Writing Application

Story

Directions: Write a story for your teacher about someone lost in a strange
place. Decide where and when the story will take place. Tell what happens
and how your character resolves the problem. Write at least two paragraphs.
Use the tips below to help you get started.

Remember to

e respond to all parts of the topic

® stay focused on the topic

e write to interest your reader

* organize your writing into clear paragraphs

e support each main idea clearly with examples, facts, details, or explanations
® give your story a good title

® vary your sentence types

e proofiead carefully to avoid mistakes in grammar, punctuation,

. . ' i
and capitalization =
R L D B T B e vl
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Anchor Papers for

Story
Directions: Write a story for

NMUSD Summative Tests -

Writing Application

your teacher about someone lost

in a strange place. Decide where and when the story will take

place. Teli what
happens and how
your character
resolves the
problem. Write
at least two
paragraphs. .

Narrative

Persuasive

The writing focuses on the assigned writing task
and indicates clear understanding of purpose and
audience, Every part of the task is addressed.
The writing is cohesive, having a consistent point
of view and focus.

Organization is clear and effective, and includes
skillful use of transitions.

Main idea is clear and well supported by relevant
examples, facts, details, or explanations.

Sentence types vary and text flows smoothly.

Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling do not interfere with understanding,

The narrative has a well-developed plot, setting,
and characters. Strategies such as humor,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used,

The writing defends a position with authority,
providing specific, relevant evidence and
thoroughly addressing the reader’s concerns.

Rationale

This writer addresses the prompt by writing about a “strange
place” and providing a developed plotline. The story 1s well
organized with a consistent point of view and focus. Sentence
types vary and the writer uses vivid details that enhance the
story. A title and multiple paragraphs are present and there are

few mechanical errors.

Level 5 e California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Story

Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Directions: Write a story for your teacher about someone lost
in a strange place. Decide where and when the story will take

place. Tell what
happens and how
your character
resolves the
problem. Write
at least two
paragraphs.

Rationale

* The writing focuses an the assigned writing task

and indicates general understanding of purpose
and audience. Every part of the task is addressed.

The writing is cohesive, maintaining mostly
consistent point of view and focus.

QOrganization is mostly clear and effective, and
includes effective use of some transitions.

Main Idea is apparent and is supported by some
relevant examples, facts, details, or explanations.

Sentence types vary.

Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling do not interfere with understanding.

Narrative

The narrative has an adequately developed plot,
setting, and characters, Strategies such as humar,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used.

Persuasive
* The writing defends a position generally, providing

relevant evidence and addressing the reader’s
CONCems.

This writer focuses on the assigned writing task of writing about
a “strange place”, but could have expanded the story details to
develop the plot. A story title and multiple paragraphs are
present and there is effective use of some transitions. Errors in
spelling and mechanics do not interfere with understanding,
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Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests -

Writing Application

Story

Directions: Write a story for your teacher about someone [ost
in a strange place. Decide where and when the story will take
place. Tell what
happens and how
your character
resolves the

* The writing focuses on the assigned writing task,

problem. Write but indicates little understanding of purpose or
at least two audience. Part of the task is not addressed.
paragraphs. * The writing is not cohesive, and point of view and

focus are inconsistent,

* Organization is unclear, Use of transitions is
awkward.

* Main idea is suggested. The writing may include
limited examples, facts, details, or explanations.

* Sentence types vary little. _

* Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling may interfere with understanding.

Narrative ' '

* The narrative has very little plot déve!opment,'
same characters, and poorly defined setting.
Strategies employed have little effectiveness.

Persuasive .

* The writing defends a position with little evidence
and may only partially address the reader's
CORCemns. : .

Rati_onale

This paper is technically a personal narrative, not a story.
Overall, the prompt is not addressed with regard to the setting
being a “the strange place”. The main character in the story is
not developed; the writer does not develop the conflict in the
story and therefore fails in the resolution. There is a lack of
transitions as well as mechanical and spelling errors.

Level 5 ¢ California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Story

Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Directions: Write a story for your teacher about someone lost
in a strange place. Decide where and when the story will take

place. Tell what
happens and how
your character
resolves the
problem. Write
at least two
paragraphs.

Rationale

* The writing indicates no understand'ing of purpose

Narrative
* The narrative does not have a developed plot.

Petsuasive
* The writing fails to defend a position with any

and audience. Na more than ane part of the
assigned writing task is addressed.

The writing is not cohesive, and point of view and
focus are missing.

Organization is unclear. No transitions dre used.
Main idea is unclear. The writing may include
examples, facts, details, or explanations, but these
are only loosely related to the topic.

Sentence types do not vary. _

Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,

and spelling seriously interfere with the reader's
understanding.

The writing contains no use of strategies.

N

evidence and does not address the reader’s
CONCerns.

This writing shows a general understanding of purpose and the
writer malkes an effort to solve the problem, the overall narrative
is confusing. The organization is unclear; the paper has no title,
lacks 2 paragraphs, and has no transitions. Mechanical errors

inhibit understanding.

Level 5 ® California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Name

Writing Application

Persuasive letter -

Direections: Suppose your school is considering putting on a play for the
school community. Write a persuasive letter to your teacher telling whether
you think your school should put on a musical or a drama or some other form
of performance. Include good reasons for your position and support them '
with facts and details. Write at least two paragraphs. Use the tips below to
help you get started. . .

Remember to
e respond to all parts of the topic
e stay focused on the topic

e write to interest your readers

S e e

e organize your writing into clear paragraphs

TR

T

e support each main idea’ clearly with examples, facts, deta_tls or e)gplanauons

TR

® vary your sentence types

£

A

e proofiead carefully to avoid mistakes in grammar, puuctuatlon,
capitalization, and grammar

ey

SR

R e BRI _..__... ; vt Rt

Copyright @ Houghton Mifflin Company. All rights reserved,
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Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Persuasive Letter
Directions: Suppose your school is considering putting on a play
for the school community. Write a persuasive letter for your
teacher telling
whether you think
your school should

put on a musical * The writing focuses on the assigned writing task
or a drama or and indicates clear understanding of purpose and
some other form audience, Every part of the task is addressed,

of performance. » The writing is cohesive, having a consistent point
Include good of view and focus.

reasons for your 1 * Organization is clear and effective, and includes

skillful use of transitions.

» Main idea is clear and well supported by relevant
examples, facts, details, or explanations.

* Sentence types vary and text flows smoothly.

+ Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling do not interfere with understanding.

position and
support them with
facts and details.
Write at least two
paragraphs.

Narrative

» The narrative has a well-developed plot, setting,
and characters, Strategies such as humor,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used.

Persuasive

» The writing defends a position with authority,
providing specific, relevant evidence and
thoroughly addressing the reader’s concerns.

Rationale

This paper follows the prompt and defends the position taken.
There are strategies of humor and satirical moments where the
writer is varying sentence patterns and uses these details to
enhance the persuasion. There are few grammatical mistakes
and the organization is clear.

Level 5 ® California Summative Tesis ® NMUSD
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Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Persuasive Letter

Directions: Suppose your school is considering putting on a piay
for the school community. Write a persuasive letter for your
teacher telling
whether you think
your school should

put on a musical
or a drama or * The writing focuses on the assigned writing task
and indicates general understanding of purpose
and audience. Every part of the task is addressed.

* The writing is cohesive, maintaining mostly
consistent point of view and focus.

= Organization is mostly clear and effective, and

some other form
of performance.
Include good

reasons for your

position and _ includes effective use of some transitions.
support them ‘f‘”th e Main idea is apparent and is supported by some
facts and details. relevant examples, facts, details, or explanations.
Write at least two * Sentence types vary.

paragraphs. « Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,

and spelling do not interfere with understanding.

Narrative

» The narrative has an adequately developed plot,
setting, and characters, Strategies such as humor,
suspense, dialogue, or action are used.

Persuasive

* The writing defends a position generally, providing
relevant evidence and addressing the reader’s
CONCETNS.

Rationale

This paper is very straight forward and answers the prompt.

The paragraphs are clear and organized, and there is awareness
of other opinions that do not agree with the author. By
addressing the reader’s concerns, this paper works toward
answering the prompt, but lacks the persuasive argument for the

purpose of the paper.

Level 5 o California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Persuasive Letter

Directions: Suppose your school is considering putting on a play
for the school community. Write a persuasive letter for your

teacher telling
whether you think

your school should

put on a musical
or a drama or

some other form
of performance.

* The writing focuses on the assigned writing task,
but indicates little understanding of purpose or
audience. Part of the fask is not addressed.

* The writing is not cohesive, and-point of view and

Include good focus are inconsistent. -
reasons for your * Organization is unclear. Use of transitions is
position and awkward.

= Main idea is suggested. The writing may include
limited examples, facts, details, or explanations, .

* Senfence types vary little. .
« Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization, and
spelling may interfere with understanding.

support them with
facts and details.
Write at least two
paragraphs.

Narrative ‘ _

* The narrative has very little plot development,
some characters, and poorly defined setting.
Strategies employed have little effectiveness.

Persuasive _ .

* The writing defends a position with little evidence
and may only partially address the reader's
concers. - .

Rationale

This paper tries to be coherent and write to the prompt, and yet
does not follow through on a clear argument to be supported.
There are sentences that fail to make sense within the paragraph
structure and there is little evidence to address the reader’s
concerns. There are also mechanical mistakes.

Level 5 e California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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Anchor Papers for NMUSD Summative Tests

Writing Application

Persuasive Letter

Directions: Suppose your school is considering putting on a play
for the school community. Write a persuasive letter for your

teacher telling
whether you think

your school should

put on a musical
or a drama or
some other form
of performance.
Include good
reasons for your
position and
support them with
facts and details.
Write at least two
paragraphs.

Rationale

« The writing indicates no understanding of purpose
and audience. No more than ane part of the
assigned writing task is addressed.

» The writing is not cohesive, and paint of view and
focus are missing,

» Crganization is unciear. No transitions are used.

* Main idea is unclear. The writing may include
examples, facts, details, or explanations, but these
are only loosely related to the topic.

¢ Sentence types do not vary.

+ Errors in grammar, punctuation, capitalization,
and spelling seriously interfere with the reader's
understanding.

Narrative
*" The narrative does not have a developed plot,
The writing contains no use of strategies.

B !
Persuastve

* The writing fails to defend a position with any
evidence and does not address the reader’s
COTICEernSs.

Beyond the grammatical and mechanical mistakes, this paper
indicates no understanding of the details of the prompt and
purpose of persuasion. The writing fails to defend a position
and there is little evidence to support a clear thesis.

Level 5 ® California Summative Tests ® NMUSD
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