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Career Technical Education and the Graduation Rate Connection 
CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) at Greater 
Albany Public Schools helps expose students to 
potential career paths and provides them with 
the academic and technical skills necessary to 
succeed in future careers. CTE can encompass 
everything from welding and woodworking to 
healthcare, digital design, and culinary arts. 

The key to the effectiveness of CTE is how it cre-
ates a connection from real-world occupations to 
educational institution learning. The Oregon De-
partment of Education (ODE) has shown students 
are more likely to graduate if they participate in a 
CTE program. 

“The 2013-2014 four-year cohort graduation rate 
for CTE concentrators in Oregon was 85.7%; for all 
students it was 76.4%.” 

GAPS prioritizes CTE programs for our students 
and our graduation rates continue to climb; last 
year’s growth in 4-year cohort graduation rates 
for the district was 2.34%; our growth over five 
years was 4.6%. 

Getting students involved in CTE starts young. 
For our elementary and middle school students, 
robotics clubs teach members to build code to 
make objects such as traffic lights, LED reader 
boards, alarm systems, and drawing bots. In com-
petitions, kids learn high-tech skills to apply to 
ambitious real-world projects, often working with 
experts in many fields, including members from 
NASA. Our teams regularly win first place awards 
for their innovative designs and teamwork. 

In order to foster this type of learning, part of 
the construction bond funds are being used to 
improve middle school CTE spaces, which include 
remodeling existing classrooms to create maker, 
digital, and culinary labs.  

South Albany High School has consulted local 
businesses to help align specific skills students 
will need to enter the workforce with their educa-
tional programs, and bond funds are being used 
to provide South with cutting edge technology. 

The groundbreaking ceremony on South’s new 
multi-purpose/auxiliary gym took place December 
21st of last year. The bond project will include the 
development of two career technical classrooms, 
a lobby, concessions, an elevator addition, and 
a restroom expansion. Critical facility updates 
include improved safety through fencing and key-
scan systems, as well as the remodeling of several 
classrooms. 

In January, a temporary shelter was made so the 
gym could continue being used during construc-
tion, and the foundation was prepared for the 
two new classrooms. Once underground utilities 
are resolved around the auxiliary gym, the build-
ing pad will be completed and under slab utilities 
will be installed. 

“We as a staff are excited about the renovations 
and additions,” says South Albany High School’s 
principal, Nate Munoz. “The CTE buildings and 
theater allow us to grow and support more stu-
dents in these areas.” 

The gym will be large enough to serve as a 
multi-purpose learning environment for STEM 
education. Principal Munoz is also pleased the 
building will be eye-catching and provide excel-
lent “curb appeal”.     

At West Albany High School, all freshmen start in 
what they call the ‘Freshmen Wheel’, a program 
where every six weeks freshmen explore differ-
ent disciplines in career technical education. 

Linden Loren is a Health Services CTE teacher at 
West. For his portion of the Freshmen Wheel, he 
gives students an introduction into health occu-
pations consisting of various topics such as health 
basics, statistics, and careers. 

“I get them for six weeks and use different teach-
ing strategies to keep them engaged. The idea is 
if they are interested in this pathway, I can direct 
them to the appropriate path for specific classes 
at West geared towards their future in the health 
care world.” 

Loren has also created a new class based on his 
research. “It’s a human potential class, based on 
nutrigenomics and exercise physiology.” He saw 
a need for a class that could reveal to students 
the factors influencing gene expression when he 
noticed many students getting only five hours 
of sleep, suffering from frequent illnesses, and 
having to take excessive medications. 

“My goal is to educate students on how they can 
change specific variables to turn genes on or off 
in regards to overall health.” ◊ 

Key Dates 

April 5th: No School 

April 5th & 6th: School Board Executive      
Session for Superintendent Search 

April 8th: School Board Meeting 

CTE continued on Page 2 
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The Willamete Promise Goal: the Willamette 
Students understand t he ir opt ions 
and have the ski lls and knowledge 
to make independent and 
informed decisions to support 
thei r future. 

Promise 
Student-centered. Future-focused. 

2017-18 Highlights 

16,011 
total credits earned 

in 2017-18 

43 
School Districts 

Coming in 2018-19 

41% 
of students earning credit 

were economically 
disadvantaged 

2,645 
unique students earned at 

least one credit in a WP 
course 

••••••••••• 12,000{ ·::::·~·--· 
students particpated in Career and high schools in 41 districts 
College learning expereiences particpated 

Wf'Slu<INwl � 

•6 Days of Career and College and Administrative Professional Development 

•8 Build It Fix It Grow It Career Expos Willamette •8 Days of Educator Ext ernships 

• l day of AP course training 
~ EDUCATION SERVICE DISTRICT 

Pipeline 

December 21st Groundbreaking at South Albany High School with HMK Company. 

Measure 98 
MEASURE 98 is a fund distributed by the Oregon 
Department of Education to help Oregon schools 
increase graduation rates, enhance graduation 
readiness, and to better prepare high school grad-
uates for college or a career. It supplies money for 
CTE courses, college-level opportunity programs, 
and dropout prevention resources. 

Willamette Promise 
WILLAMETTE PROMISE, a service of the WESD, 
in collaboration with the Albany Area Chamber 
of Commerce, Pipeline, and LBCC, helps bridge 
the gap for students to industry. One of their 
programs is an educator externship, where they 
give educators a tour through the entire inner 
workings of the construction and manufacturing 
industry, exposing careers in accounting, mar-
keting, human resources, technology, sales, and 
agriculture, and demonstrating how many CTE 
disciplines can come together to provide founda-
tional skills for students that support their suc-
cess in the workforce. 

These externships allow teachers to connect 
what they are teaching in the classrooms to real 
life occupations and bring that information back 
to students. 

Cherie Clark, Manager for Willamette Promise Ca-
reer and College, says the program is designed to: 

• Infuse Real-World Relevance: experience first-
hand the skills and knowledge of technologies 
expected of students as they enter the modern 
workplace. 

• Develop Partnerships: foster relationships with 
local business professionals in high-demand, high-
wage industry sectors. 

• Foster Multidisciplinary Connections: explore 
curriculum, spaces, processes, and systems that 
help students to make connections between aca-
demic and technical information. 

• Increase Career Related Learning: expose edu-
cators to various careers within the construction 
industry in order to help them engage students 
in the skills needed to succeed in CTE careers and 
help them identify career opportunities within 
those industries. 

https://www.wesd.org/domain/149 ◊ 

www.albany.k12.or.us 

@GreaterAlbanyPublicSchools 

@GreaterAlbanySD 

At GAPS, part of the fund will be used to pay for 
the $2,500 yearly subscription to Adobe Creative 
Cloud so South Albany High School students can 
have access to the software for web develop-
ment, video editing, design, and photography. 
The fund was also used to buy a computer lab 
for Albany Options School and for them to work 
alongside our construction developers for the 
bond, shadowing their various disciplines. ◊ 

2018-2019 

INITIALLY CALLED Pipeline to Jobs, Pipeline was 
developed by local businesses and the Albany 
Area Chamber of Commerce to provide the com-
munity access to information and opportunities 
around employment specific to our region. 

Local companies are adding over 1,000 highly paid 
positions over the next five years, and most of 
the jobs offered do not require a four-year col-
lege degree. However, they do require advanced 
training and our schools want to properly prepare 
students for this demand. 

Pipeline is helping GAPS students prepare by 
providing internships, job shadowing, and appren-
tice training. Career fairs feature local businesses, 
with resources for parents to help their children 
navigate their options. The entire greater Albany 
region recognizes the importance of offering a 
curriculum that better prepares students for the 
local job force. ◊ 

More information on Pipeline can be found on 
their website: http://www.pipelinetojobs.com/ 

GAPS Core Purpose 

To educate and inspire all students to 
reach their full potential, equipped      

to be positive, contributing members  
to society. 

Did you know that we strive to reach the same demongraphics 
represented in our partner districts?  Take a look at how we did in 17-18! 

Greater Albany Public Schools 2 
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Annaliesse Papesh Schmidt. 

Albany Options 
ALBANY OPTIONS (AOS) is GAPS’s alternative 
high school, which provides opportunities in alter-
native education for students. They offer GED®, 
small-class instructional setting, and online-based 
programs. When deciding if AOS is right for your 
child, it’s important to understand that AOS oper-
ates as an essential trinity with the other two high 
schools in the district. 

“When we get students, we determine the best 
possible way to move them forward,” says Albany 
Options’ principal, John Hunter. 

The best outcome is to have students get their 
four-year diploma or GED®, but Principal Hunter 
is more focused on finishing kids when and where 
they should be finished. “A five-year diploma does 
the same thing as a four-year,” he says. “Outside 
of high school it doesn’t matter.” 

All the fifth-year students and GED® students are 
automatically sent to AOS, but sometimes a med-
ical issue, family trauma, or any number of cir-
cumstances can make a four-year graduation plan 
impractical for quite a few students. For others, 
Albany Options is the only option that may work 
for them. 

Seventeen-year old Annaliese Papesh Schmidt is 
a senior at Albany Options. She was enrolled in 
West Albany High School when she felt herself 
slipping. 

“In middle school I didn’t try. By high school I 
couldn’t keep up, couldn’t understand the materi-
al. Each class had thirty to forty students in it, so I 
was overwhelmed and lost.” Annaliese found the 
teachers at Albany Options to be more accessible 
and the curriculum gave her a more individualized 
approach. “I feel noticed; I can’t fade into the 
background.” 

“At AOS we know the whole student,” says 
school counselor, Anna Harryman. “We can place 
them in the context of their background. What 
may seem like attitude could actually be related 
to what’s happening in their life.” 

Behavioral problems are met with positive rein-
forcement and compassion, even if a student sim-
ply needs space they are given it. Students feel as 
if they can make mistakes and not be labeled for 
their actions. The focus is on education. 

“There’s no bullying, no rumors, and no drama,” 
Annaliese says. “Every day is a new start to prov-
ing you can trust yourself.” She smiles. “I have a 
job now and I’m going to go to college. I’m going 
to be the first person in my family to go to col-
lege--I’m going to change everything. I have this 
confidence because of AOS.” ◊ 

To learn more about AOS, it’s programs, and it’s 
mission please visit https://aos.albany.k12.or.us/ 

Oregon Promise Grant 
OREGON PROMISE is a state grant which helps 
cover tuition (up to 90 college credits) at any 
Oregon community college for recent high school 
graduates and GED® test graduates. The appli-
cation deadline for the grant is usually very close 
to a student’s graduation date, so make sure to 
apply as soon as you can! ◊ 

To get more information on eligibility, deadlines, 
and other particulars, see: https://oregonstuden-
taid.gov/oregon-promise.aspx 

LBCC/OSU Degree 
Partnership Program 
LINN-BENTON COMMUNITY COLLEGE and Ore-
gon State University have a degree partnership 
program, where credits earned from LBCC count 
toward OSU credits. The program allows a stu-
dent to enroll in both schools simultaneously and 
take classes at either institution. 

Since the Oregon Promise grant only applies to-
ward community college credits, and any credits 
taken at a university level will count toward the 
grant 90 credit limit, it’s important for a stu-
dent to check their financial aid options at both 
schools. 

More information on the degree partnership pro-
gram can be found on their website: https://www. 
linnbenton.edu/future-students/make-it-official/ 
osu-degree-partnership/ 

Unsure what high-tech career path may be right 
for you? Don’t worry, Linn-Benton Community 
College has a career coach to help! Scroll down 
until you reach the ‘Career Coach’. ◊ 

A link to their resources can be found here: http:// 
www.pipelinetojobs.com/careers/ 

Did You Know? 
One of the goals for the capital construc-
tion bond was to keep bond dollars in the 

greater Albany community. So far, 50% 
of contractors and vendors are from the 

local area, which translates to $40.7 million        
of $81.4 million. 

Construction of the auxiliary gym at South Albany High School (Feb 2019). 
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A Message from Our Nurses 
IT’S THAT time of year when we see an increase in 
cold and flu related illnesses. To prevent wide-
spread illness in the school we recommend that 
your child stay home from school if experiencing 
cold or flu symptoms. To help decide whether or 
not to send your child to school please consider 
the following guidelines from Oregon Health Au-
thority and the Oregon Department of Education: 

Students should be kept home from school if they 
exhibit: 

• Fever greater than 100.5°F -- they should stay 
home until fever is below 100.5°F WITHOUT 
use of fever-reducing medications (ibuprofen, 
acetaminophen, etc.) 

• Vomiting (at least one episode that is un-
explained) – stay home until vomiting has 
stopped for 2 hours 

• Stiff neck or headache with fever 

• Any rash, with or without fever 

• Diarrhea – stay home until diarrhea has 
stopped for 24 hours 

• Colored drainage from eyes 

• Brown/green drainage from nose with fever 

• Difficulty breathing or shortness of breath 

• Serious, sustained cough 

• Symptoms or complaints that prevent the stu-
dent from participating in their usual school 
activities 

• A need for care that is greater than school 
staff can safely provide 

To prevent the flu and other colds, teach your 
children good hygiene habits including washing 
hands frequently, covering mouth and nose when 
sneezing or coughing, and avoiding close contact 
with people who are sick. 

Thank you for helping keep our schools as healthy 
as possible. 

Meet the Team! 

Katie Roskelley, RN 

Katie has been working as a 
district nurse for GAPS since 
November 2016, and as a regis-
tered nurse for six years. She is 
passionate about giving med-
ically fragile students and stu-
dents with disabilities a safe and 
engaging environment so they 
can learn and grow. She has two 
children who attend GAPS: one 
at Calapooia Middle and one at 

South Albany High. Katie is also on the coaching 
staff for the Volleyball team at West Albany. 

Shannon Hassan, BSN, RN, NCSN 

This is Shannon’s first school year 
at GAPS. She moved to Oregon 
from Colorado, where she was 
a district nurse for seven years. 
She is excited to continue work-
ing with staff and students in the 
schools. Her hope is to provide a 
support system that will enhance 
health and enable success of all 
students in the district. ◊ 

Upcoming Events 

Past Events 

Congratulations to the iRun for Kids 2019 School 
Contest Winners! 

1st place, winning the Paventy and Brown Ortho-
dontics $500 prize for top participation in the iRun 
for Kids, is Clover Ridge Elementary School! Great 
job Clover Ridge. 

2nd place, winning a Dutch Bros. party for all race 
participants is Memorial Middle School! 

Thank you, Memorial and Clover Ridge! Thank you 
as well to all of the schools for coming out to run 
and support our schools. See you next year! 

THE iCELEBRATE KIDS Benefit Gala is a dinner/ 
auction fund-raiser to support the programs of 
the Albany Public Schools Foundation. The eve-
ning will include a catered dinner, silent and live 
auction, dessert dash, wine pull raffle, as well as 
featured student artists from GAPS. 

When: Saturday, April 13th @ 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

Location: Boys and Girls Club of Albany               
1215 Hill St. SE, Albany, OR 97322 

Dress Code: Semi-formal / Business 

Dinner Menu 

• Herb marinated grilled tri-tip 

• Mushroom and spinach lasagna 

• Strawberry spinach salad 

• Sea salt and roasted garlic fingerling potatoes 

• Hazelnut green beans 

• Artisan bread 

• Beer, Wine, and Cocktails available (dinner 
comes with one glass of beer or wine) 

iSwim 2019 School Contest Winners: 

Top School Winner ($350 cash prize) - Oak Ele-
mentary. Their school raised $4,942. Wow! 

Top Classroom ($250 cash prize plus a Dutch Bros 
Party) - Jessica Crook’s 5th grade classroom at 
Oak elementary. Their class raised $750. 

Top Student (Pizza and Ice Cream Party for their 
classroom) - Heather Johnson in 5th grade at Oak 
elementary. She raised $500. 

Great job Oak Elementary and thank you to all the 
swimmers who supported our schools! 

ALBANY PUBLIC SCHOOLS FOUNDATION is a non-profit community organization 
dedicated to opening doors for GAPS kids through enrichment opportunities. 

They provide classroom grants for teachers, elementary enrichment grants in art, 
music, science, and health/wellness, and they award scholarships to graduating 
seniors 

WAHS Groundbreaking 
THE GROUNDBREAKING ceremony for the beginning of construction at West Albany High School was 
held on March 14th. The construction bond will include the development of an auxiliary gym, CTE spac-
es, student commons, and an auditorium, which will be available for use by the entire district. 

The school was built in 1959, and currently students are using the cafeteria as a performance area and 
eating lunch in the hallways. 

“It’s an old building,” says 
West Albany’s principal, 
Susie Orsborn. “We’ve taken 
care of it but it’s old. 

“My mom graduated here, 
the first class to graduate 
from this school. We want 
to respect this building’s 
history while also being 
grateful to the community 
for passing the bond. We’re 
excited for these essential 
updates.” ◊ 

March 14th Groundbreaking with HMK Company at West Albany High School. 

Greater Albany Public Schools 
718 7th Ave SW 

Albany, OR 97321 

(541)967-4501 


